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ICT 4 Development in Tanzania 
Broadband Magic

►► According to the telecom regulatory authority of India According to the telecom regulatory authority of India (TRAI)(TRAI) Broadband Broadband 
means means “an always“an always--on data connection that is able to support various on data connection that is able to support various 
interactive services, and has the capability of a minimum downlointeractive services, and has the capability of a minimum download speed of ad speed of 
256 Kbps256 Kbps. . 

►► ITU, OECD and Regulators specify the minimum download speed of aITU, OECD and Regulators specify the minimum download speed of a
broadband connection as broadband connection as 256 Kbps 256 Kbps –– 2 Mbps2 Mbps or higheror higher

►► It is an established fact that today that availability of broadbIt is an established fact that today that availability of broadband internet and internet 
access at affordable prices has a significant impact on the grosaccess at affordable prices has a significant impact on the gross domestic s domestic 
product growth, ability to attract new investments, create new jproduct growth, ability to attract new investments, create new jobs made up obs made up 
of a larger more qualified labour pool and to increase productivof a larger more qualified labour pool and to increase productivity through ity through 
infrastructure creation and access to new ways of doing businessinfrastructure creation and access to new ways of doing business
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ICT 4 Development in Tanzania 
Examples of Successful ICT Leverage

►► Over the past six years South Korea has enhanced its GDP growth Over the past six years South Korea has enhanced its GDP growth rate by rate by 
2 percentage points through increased use of broadband internet 2 percentage points through increased use of broadband internet servicesservices

►► This level of economic change was achieved through targeted and This level of economic change was achieved through targeted and 
massive Government investments in new ICT backbone infrastructurmassive Government investments in new ICT backbone infrastructure in e in 
South Korea. Similar initiatives have been undertaken in India, South Korea. Similar initiatives have been undertaken in India, Malaysia, Malaysia, 
South Africa, Mauritius and even Mozambique.South Africa, Mauritius and even Mozambique.

►► We believe TanzaniaWe believe Tanzania too can emulate these successful initiativestoo can emulate these successful initiatives



44IIRT TechIIRT Tech--WGWG

ICT 4 Development in Tanzania 
Infrastructure is not Everything!

►► But is Broadband a panacea for our poverty But is Broadband a panacea for our poverty 
problem?problem?

►► It is an established fact that ICTs cannot deliver the developmeIt is an established fact that ICTs cannot deliver the development outcomes nt outcomes 
if linkages do not exist between local firms and those attractedif linkages do not exist between local firms and those attracted into the into the 
country by state of the art ICT infrastructure (eg Cyberparks)country by state of the art ICT infrastructure (eg Cyberparks)

►► The issue of human capacity for ICT leverage is also critical beThe issue of human capacity for ICT leverage is also critical because the cause the 
necessary “spill over” effect of foreign firms and technology denecessary “spill over” effect of foreign firms and technology depends on the pends on the 
absorption capacity of the host country. absorption capacity of the host country. 

►►Here is where Tanzania’s development Here is where Tanzania’s development 
partners come inpartners come in
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ICT 4 Development in Tanzania
The Problem of Access
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Successful Cyberpaks that exist in Taiwan, Indonesia, Malaysia and the 
Philippines have the ambitious goal of developing high-tech industries by 
integrating technologically modern facilities with technical universities, research 
centers, business incubators and other support services.

The software industry  (especially programming in Open Source Software 
systems) is a critical ICT cluster with high growth potential if the human capacity 
necessary to sustain it exists

Services, especially tourism, are becoming ever more complex and individualized. 
Technology is essential in creating packaged service offerings

ICT clusters are invaluable inputs for competitive firms and for the average citizen 
to participate more actively in the local and global economy

ICT 4 Development in TanzaniaICT 4 Development in Tanzania
The Human Capacity ProblemThe Human Capacity Problem
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►► Facilitate access by assisting the government efforts to build aFacilitate access by assisting the government efforts to build a modern ICT modern ICT 
backbone infrastructurebackbone infrastructure

►► Improve Human Capacity by assisting the government effort to impImprove Human Capacity by assisting the government effort to improve rove 
techtech--skills for both public and private sectors (expand tertiary enroskills for both public and private sectors (expand tertiary enrolment, lment, 
facilitate training workshops, seminars and trade associations tfacilitate training workshops, seminars and trade associations training raining 
programsprograms

►► Support services to firms e.g. financing startSupport services to firms e.g. financing start--ups in the technology sectors, ups in the technology sectors, 
financing business incubators, academic institutions and governmfinancing business incubators, academic institutions and government ent 
agencies involved in this effort e.g. Consultancy services, reseagencies involved in this effort e.g. Consultancy services, research and arch and 
feasibility studies for projects, etc.feasibility studies for projects, etc.

►► Support regional harmonisation of key policy areas related to ICSupport regional harmonisation of key policy areas related to ICT e.g. legal T e.g. legal 
enforcement of electronic documents, protection of intellectual enforcement of electronic documents, protection of intellectual property, etc.property, etc.

ICT 4 Development in Tanzania
Recommendations to Donors
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Thank you for listening!
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