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THE POLICE EXPKRTENCE WITH THE STREET CHILDREN
ANTRODUCTION

The guestion of street c¢hildren 1s a recent
craation 1n Tanzanla. Before the 19808 no one ever:
Ilmagined that such a problem would emerge in our
country. But as time passed, espaclally in the
late 1980s, the problem of Street children became
very consplicuous 1n almost all the urban areas of
our country. And today, no one passing 1in the
Streets of our major towns can escape the scene of
Street children. It is a problem which 13 there
and which needs our attention before It gets out of

control.

The fact that Tanzanla had no problem of street
children in the 13705 and earlier and that now the
problem appears to be acute mean that something 1In
our soc¢ial organisation, political, economical and
cultural might have been transformed Into new
formations which now ﬁhey are conducive to the
creation of street children then before, But
before we eaxamine the causes of street children,

let us first explore the term "street children”.
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Unfortunately, there is no lagal definition of the
term street children. However experlience shows
that the term "Street children™ connotes the
existence or prasence of children In the streets
instead of staying home. In fact and under normal
circumstances, chlildren are expected to 1live
together with thelr parents at home. But where the
condition 18 such that the child disconnects itself
from home and opts to live 1n the streets
independently without the Management or control of
its parents, such a child is a street child. In
this sense, the street becomes the child’s worklng
place as well as its home, consequently the word
"straet"” for this purpose 1s not only the street 1n
the real sense of the word, but it includes any
public place avallable to the children to engage 1n
thelr various activities such as the beaches,
railway stations, bus stations, the squares, the
public gardens, areas around markets such as the
Karakoo and Tandale mérkats in Dar s Salaan,
areas around religious buildings Ilike churches,
mosques and temples, the ¢ghettos, 1.e the empty and

unfinishad or abandoned buildings and vehicles etc.




May be the next gquestion to ask should be who 18 a
child in Tanzanla. Unfortunately, there 1% no one
uniform definition of the word child in Tanzania,
various legiglations have defined the word child by
using differenc ages of the child just to serve the
specific purpose of that legislation. For
example, the (Criminal Procedure Act No.5 of 1985
defines a child in section 2 as a person who has
not attalned the age of sixteen years. The
EBvidence ACT No.6 of 1967 uses the term "child of
tender yeafs to mean & child of or below the
apparent age of fourteen years. On the other hand,
the corporal Punishment Ordinance (cap 12) uses the
term "juvenile” in section 2 to mean the person
under the age of sixteen years whereas the Children
and Young FPersons Ordinance (Cap 13) defines the
word "child” in sectlion 2 to mean a person undar
the age of twelve years. The same statute also
defines the term "Young person” as a person who 1is
twelva years of age or upwards and below the age of

Sixteen years.

Howeveyr, there are three legislations which go to
provide us with a uniform definition of the word
child. The Interpretation of laws and General
Clauses Act (No.30 of 1972) defines the word minor

ls section 3 to mean a person who has not attained
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the apparent 5ge of alighteen years. The law of
Marriage Act No.5 of 1971 defines the word "infant
or infant child in section 2 to mean a child who
has not attained the age of elghteen years. And
the Age of Majority (Citizenship laws) Act No.24 of
1970 in section 3 fixes the age of majority at
aighteen years. We think that since the other
legislation as demonstrated above only go to
provide the age limit of a child to not more than
16 years, and whereas, these threes legislation
provide a uniform standard of the age limit of
child not more than 18 years, thus extending the
maximum age of a child to mean a person below the
age of elghteen years which 1s in conformity with
the United Nations definition of the word child on
our opinion we take the child to mean a person

below eighteen years.

This being the case a "street child” therefore may
be defined as a person male or female whose age 13
under eighteen years who spends the day time in the
gtreets and later sleeps there, or spends the
daytime in the streets, and then returns home for a

slaep.
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Ne have usad the above definition because ressarch
and the police daily activities of patrols 1n the
streets have shown that not all children who 1live
in the streats have savered completely from their
homes. Some still retain some contact. In that
sense, street children may be categorised into two
groups. There are those children who have
cample;elj' severed direct connection with thelr
families, these are sometimes referred to as full
time street children and there are those who still
maintaln some connaction with thelr families and
gpend their daytime 1in the streets but return to
their homes at night. They are referred to as

"pPast-time street children”.

Experlence has also shown that there Is always a
third group of street children, which Infact it is
trapped In between the above two groups. This 1= a
group of children who spend the day-time in the
streest but later return home for sleep and other
times decide to sleep In the gtreet. They may be
referred to as the "on-and-off street children or

street children In the transition”.

The first group of street children, which Is a

"full-time streat children” i1s as group of children
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who have lost 'contact with the family may be due
to death of parents, migration of parents seeking,
refuge due to political or tribal wars in their
country or the home 13 so much unbearable for the
child to continue connection with 1t due to
cruelty, poverty etc. Whereas the part-time street
children are found from homes where though the
conditions at home are unfavorable, for the child
to continue living there, yet it can be tolarated
sometimes. For example where one of the parent 1s
a step mother or father who is cruel to the child,
the child may choose to avoid him/her in the day
and coma back in the night to sleep. And the on-
and-off street children group may be found 1n
families where the home may be because of poverty,
or the neglect or disregard to the child, creates
sometimes unfavorable conditions to the child by
naot providing it with enough food, clothes, school
materials ete, thus tempting the child to go
elsewhere to fill the gap and when successful
returns home, This group 1s easy to reform than

the other two above.
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From this analysis, the question of children
elacting to abandon their families In order to go
to live in the streets 18 not thalr free cholice,
It 158 a forced condition imposed on those children
by their parents or the environment in which they
live. It 1is & social creation in which the
children find themselves as victims of the soclial
circumstancas of which by themselves they are not
to blanme. Baing a social problem, all of us, at
all our positions and at all our places of
residence, at our  homes, our famillesg, our
neighbors, our places of work or business, have a
role to play In order to alleviate the situation.
It won’'t help us by pointing blaming filngers to
some parents, individuals or departments. We are
all trapped in. We might in one way or another
have contributed to this problem being aware or
unaware, intenationally or unintenationally. ~ We
must therefore explore more into the causes of
street children so that we may be able to prescribe

the right treatment.

CAUSES OF STREET CHILDREN

From the above observations, it Is not true to say

that some children elect to abandon their familjes
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women and children to suffer the most and helpless.
We see such example In the countrias like Rwanda,
Burundi and now Zaire, Fortunately, we don’t have
such & political situation In Tanzania, but we
still pay much to host the influx of refugeas fron
these countriles where the children are the main

victims.

Sometimes, poor political leadership may provoke
wars with neighboring countries, When this
happens, a lot of children get orphaned with no one
to help. So street life becomes automatic. What
happened In Angola, Mozambique and Ethiopla should
gerve us as living examples. Fortunately again we

don’t have such a problem in Tanzania..

BCONOMIC CONSTRAINTS

Fconomi¢ constraints are the major causes of
poverty 1n the families and unemployment 1In the
poor countrles. No country whether developed or a
developing one c¢an beast of being spared by
economic probklems. But when 1t comes to the
daveloping countries, the problems of poverty,
Inability of government to provide social services

and the unemployment questlon are felt directly by

o
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the people. Thus poverty 1in the famlly may result
into failure by the family to provide enough food
or gchool needs to I1ts chlildren, which may cause
the children to get into the streets In search of
food to fight hunger or abscond school In search of
petty employment and when they don’t succeed may

end up frustrated In the streets,.

Either the problem of unemployment may lead youths
to migrate into urban areas looking for jobs, On
failure to get jobs they may engage 1n unbecoming
activities such as ' theft of various kinds,
alcoholism, drug abuse and prostitutlon and the
street belng their resldence. Pollce experience
shows that most of the people who get caught 1In
patrols day and night as loiterers, rogues and
vagabhonds drug pushers, prostitutes, suspects of
committing crimes such a house breaking burglarlies,
stealing from motor vehicles and snatching up or
naments or watches, many range between the ages of
15 to 25 years, thus covering the age 1imit of 18
yearg for children. Police reports also show that
most children In the streets during patrols are
found to have commltted one or more of these
offences. And when they are asked the reasons for

committing those crimes they always reply that they
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were helping themselves commonly 1In Kiswahill

saying that "Tukale wapi”.

SOCIAL FACTORS

Apart from economic reasons, the soclety 1in which
the child finds himself has a major influence not
only to him but also to his fawmily and the
neighbors. The [family 1s the first institution
where the child finds itself, hence 1t has full
responsibility to undertake children’s rare and
care. The first experiences the child geats from
1ts family may later determine its personalities,
pbersonal outlook, habit and character and respect

to 1tself and towards others.

Soclologists and criminologists argué that a gstable
and respectable famlly 1s llkely to produce
children of good bekavior than unstable and shaky
families., Experience has shown that most children
who forsake home to live In the streets come form
broken homes, that 1s where parents have divorced
thus causing the children to lack good care and
love from both parents which 1s necessary for thelr
gecurity, and good direction for the values and

N

norms reagquired In the society. FEither, practice
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has shown thaf children taken care by a single
parent, or where one parent or both are dead may
easlly turn inte the streets because of lack of
proper control to discipline the child or failure
to provide the child with the basilc needs. S0
also, consistent quarrels and cruelty of parents
may be a cause of a child to turn into tha streets

to look for comfort or consolations,

Apart from the fanmily, there are other socilal
problems that iIncapaclitate the family to have
affective control of thelr children. People fronm
this school of thought argue that the question of
straet children is one of deviant or anti-soclal
bahavior which may result duyae to "social
disorganisation”. That 1s controllihg childrean
without the help of traditional sanctions and
guides may lead them to turn into the streets in
order to commit crimes because they were not
properly brought up. . They argue that 1n the
traditional socletles, the Influences sufrounding a
person were relatively harmonious, unlform and
consistent, But the modern soclety lacks that
unformily. Groups outside the home may have
standards of conduct quite different from those

within the home.
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In fact this 1s a kind of a culture conflict which
refers to social conditions characterized by a lack
of consistaency and harmony in the influences which
direct the individual. That because of mobility of
different people the old social relatlons and
gtandards of bahavior which had been adequate for
control become Inadegquate. The story 1n Chinua
Achebe book titlad "Things fall Apart” where the
Ibo father was complaining about the collapse of
the Ibo norms and culture after the white man has
penetrated in that community is an example to what

also happenad 1n our country.

In fact the reasons for street chilldren life are
endless, what we have demonstrated here 1s just
some of them. Suffice it to say that they all play
a major role in influencing the child Into that way
of life, not by his free will but being imposed on
him. Any real solution to arrest or reduce the
incidence of street children must be directed 1nto

reducing or removing those causations.

POLICE EXPERIENCE WITH THE STREET CHILDREN:

The Tanzania Police Force 1is constituted 1n the

"bolice Force ordinance cap 322. Its main dutles
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are to maintain law and order, to keep the peace
and to protect life and property. In fact the
force has general powers In a1l matters pertaining
to criminal matters. In order to be effect In its .
dutles, the police have been given by law such
powers like those of arrest, search, Interrogation
detetion and prosacution of persons suspected to

have committed crimes.

In exercising these powers, the Police deal with
the members of the public in two ways, first, by
using these powers to deal with criminal suspects
and two by using those powers to recejive complaints
from victims of crimes. Conseguently, the Pollice
comes Into contact with the street children in the
like manner. That 1s, 1t may deal with street
children as suspected criminals or as victims of
crimes committed against them. May be, let us

examine each method herein below:-

POLICE DEALING NWITH STREET CHILDREN AS SUSPECTED

CRIMINALS

Since 1t is the duty of the Police to protect law

and to keep the peace, any attempt by any person to

infringe the law of the land will automatically
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attract the attention of the police. In order to
ensure that the police don’t abuse thelr powers,
there are various statutes that define what acts or
omissions may be termed criminal. The principle
statute In Tanzania pertalining to criminal offenpces
1s the Penpal Code Cap 16 of the laws. 0f course
there are with many statures which create offences
to sarve gpeclfic purposes. Once thesa offences
are committed by any person, the-police have been
given powers to arrest, detaln, l1nterrogate and

prosecute such persons 1In the courts of law.

However, certain safeguards have been provided by
various statures to ensuré that no body is arrasted
or arbitrarily deprived of his liberty by the
police, Hence the police have to follow certaln
brocedures as laid down in the law of procedure and
evidence in dealing with persons suspectad to bave
committed crimes. The main laws in this regard are
the Criminal Procedure Act of 1985 and the Law of

Evidence Act of 1967.

The real sgsituation where the pollice may come 1Into
contact with street children as criminal suspects
1% when they appear to have breached the law of the

land.” Since as we have observed above, street
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children come Into the street in search of their
basic needs that they have falled to get at home
they are likely to commit some crimes in order to
satisfy that purpose 1f they can’t get good
samaritans to offer them help. Practice has shown
that most of the offences committed by street
children include use of abusive language, thefts of
various kinds, gambling, affray, assault, loitering
in streets roguas and vagabonds, drug abuse

alcoholism, prostitution etc.

These type of offences are so much negative to the
good order and peace of the society If they are
left unchecked. It is therefore the duty or the
police to make sure that non of those offences are
committed or 1If that 1s not possible then the
incidence of the commission of such crimes must be
very much reduced to the minimum. One way of
preventing recurrent of such crimes 1s by the

police using the law.

There are various provisions 1in the criminal
Procedure Act of 1985 and the Penal Code Cap 16
which empower the police to arrest a person before
he has actually committed a crime. For linstance

under section 47 of the Criminal Procedure Act of
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1985, avery police officer may intervene for the
purpose of preventing, and shall to the best of his
ability prevent a breach of the peace or the
commission of any arrestable offence (1.e an
offence for which a pollce officer may arrest

wlthout warrant).

Sectlion 28 of the same statute also empowers the
police to arrest rogues and vagabonds. It provides
that any officer in change of a police station may

arres8t or cause to be arrested:-

fa)
(b) Any person within the limits of such statlion
who has no ostensible means of subsistance who

cannot give satisfactory account of himself.

{e) ...,

The law also empowers the police to arrest any
person without warrant whom he finds 1lying or
loitering in any highway or yard at nlght and
unable to give a satisfactory reason, or any person
having in his possession house breaking-instrumenCS
with Intent to break Inte any house, or any persaon
whom he suspects of belng a loiter in contravention

of the provisions of the Human Resources Deployment
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Act of 1983 (see section 14 of the c¢riminal

procedure Act).

By reading these section, the chances of street
children being ralded by the police become greater
than any other persons because of the environment

in which they may be found.

However, once such people are arrested, 1f they
cannot be found with any' other Iincriminating
eavidence, the police may take them before a
magistrate where they may be reguired to excute a
bond with or without sureties for keeplng the peace
or for good behavior [ror such period as the
magistrate may deem fit. (Section 70,71,72 and 73
of the criminal procedure Act 1985)./ But where
the police officer incharge of a station finds that
there 1s no crime that has been committed, he may

release them without any condition.

However, there are safeguards iIn the ‘law which
guide the police when dealling with children as
offanders to ensure that their rights ara
protected. These safeguards range from legal

respongibility, time of arrest, detentlon and the

-
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mode of prosecuting children. They are as
follows: -
1) mi a nsit Lyr

Under section 15 of the Penal Code, a person
under the age of seven years 1s not criminally

responsible for any act or comeission.

This means that a police officer cannot arrest

and charge a young person helow that age.

Father the same section provides that a male
person under the age of twelve yeoars 1Is
presumed to be 1iIncapable of having carnal
knowledge. This means that a pollce officer
cannot change for the offence of rape or
defilement unless that presumption is

rebutted.

So also a person under the age of twelve years
is not criminally responsible for any act or
ommission unless it 1s shown that at the time
of doing the act or making the ommission he

had capacity to distinguish from right to

wrong.
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Where the pollice discovers that the person
below that age had no capacity to understand
the nature and quality of his acts/omissions
they release him or/her without making any

charges.

(1) Rights of children during arrests:-

Section 55 of the Criminal Procedure Act
regqulires a pollice officer when eaffecting
arrest to treat a person with humanity and
respect for human dignity. under sectlon 56
(1) of the same statute after the child
becomes under or restraint a police officer
shall cause a parent or guardian of the child

to the Informed,

However, this may not be problem when the arrested
child resides at home, but in the case of street
children 1t may sometimes be difficult to Inform
the parent or guardian especilally when the child

might have severed connection with his/her family.

Under sectlons 64 (3) of the same law and section 4
of the Children and Young Persons O0Ordinance a

person under fifteen-Vyears 1s to be released on
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bail after his parent or guardian has entered Into
a recognizance on his behalf. This again may be
defeated by practical problems where the parent or
guardian cannot be found and there 1s neo body elsgse
volunteering to stand on behalf of the child.
Either ball may not be granted where 1t appears
that the security of the child detained may be

Jjeopardized 1f raealeased on balil.

Despite that ball may not be granted 1n the

following cases: -

(a) 1f the charge 1s homicide punishable with
imprisonment for a term exceedling seven

years.

{b) If it 1is necessary 1in the Interest of the
child to remove him from the assoclatlion with

any undesirable person, and

(c) If 1t 1s believed that the release of such

person would defeat the ends of justice.
11i) R o n while in remand cus r

Where a chlld 1s detained In a police custody,
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[22]
a duty has been cast on the Inspector General
of Police to make sure that such child 1s
seggregated from adults. That while 1in

custody he should not assocliate with adults

othar then a relative.

Where a child or young person who 1s remanded
or committed for trial by the high court 1I1Is
not released on bail, the court may instead of
committing that child to prison ordar him to
be handed over the care of some fit person or
Institution willilng to be responsible for the
custody of that child. Usually it 1s the

Remand Home.

Rights of a c¢hild when chargad and an

prosection in a court of law:-

(a) The child has a right to¢ be heard.

(b) the child has the right to be interviewed
in the presence of parents of guardian,

(¢c) When sent te court, the court must sit as
a jJjuvenile court, that 1is a district

court must sit In a vroom or bullding
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(e)

(£)
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which 1s different from that 1in which
ordinary slttings of the court are held,
unless the chlild 1s charged together with

adults.

No person except with the leave of the
court, shall acttend a Juvenile court
unless he 1s & member or officer of the
court or a parent, guardian or relative.
The court may raquire the attendance of

parents or guardians.

During hearing of the case, the court may
give consent to any c¢ne of the parents,
gquardians or relatives to assist the
child in the conduct of his examinpation

and cross examination of withesses,

on conviction the court must get
Information as to the character and
homelife of the child. The court must
seek the advice of probation officers
before sentencing. Where it is
necessary, the child must be sent to an

approved school.




6:0

[24]
POLICE DEALING WITH CHILDREN A5 VICTIMS OF

IME

Just 1like any other members of the our
soclety, the street children are not Immune
from the criminal. And when we understand
that street children are exposed 1In the
streets, scattered here and there in the urban
centers In seach of food the without means to
have it, they are vulnerable to many attacks

from the criminal in various ways.

The street child may be a victim of crime
committed to him by a fellow street child who
may be older than him, e.g by beating him or
taking by force the little money or food he
might have been successful to obtain form
sympasizers, Or he may be a vietim of
criminal adults who are also present 1In the
streets looking for opportunity. That 1s, the
child may be robbed of his propertiés or money
or Iin the case of a male child he may sexually
be abused against the order of nature, or 1n
the case of a female child she may be raped.
These and many other illegal acts may be

committed against the street children and they
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all expect the protection of the police.

There are many offences that have been created
in different legislatlions In order to ensure
the securlity of children. They range from
parents duty to provide the basic necesgsities
of life to children, assaults to children,
sexual offences 11ke rape defilement and
incest, abductions, indecent assault to boys
under fourteen years 1indecent assault to

females and unnatural offences etc¢.

Once 1t 1s reported to the police that a
street child has been wronged, Immedliate
actlions are taken without discrimination to
arrest the offender and prosecute him

accordingly.

Police statistics show:-

Police statlstics show that in 1995 a total of
1615 crimes 1n which 2000 children of varying
ages were were victims of crimes were reported
to and dealt with by the police throughout the

country. Between January and June, 1956 a

total of 1068 crimes in which 1,400 d¢hildren
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of Varyiné ages were involved as victims were
reported to and dealt with by the police
throughout the country. The total number of

crimes reported with the same period was

L}

237 ,200. The number of 2rimes 1In which

children were victims represents 0.44% which
of course should be taken by care due to the

problem of the dark figure of unreport cases.

Though these figures represent children of all
classes, those at home and those 1In the
streets, it is an indication that, there are
of Interest however 15 section 25 of the
children and Young persons ordinance which
empowears an administrative officer or pollice
offlicer above the rank of Sub-Inspector to
bring before a juvenile could any child or
young person who has committed no crime, but
due to circumstance confronting the child, he
needs the support and care of a fit person,
relative or institution until wheré the child

attains the age of 18 years or 21 years.

The circumstances are that the child may be found
In the street begging or receiving alms wendering

and not having anf”home or settled place of abode
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without visible means of subsistence and having no
parent or guardlan, or 1s found destitute or 18
under the care of parent or guardian of criminal or
drunken behavior, or freguent the company of any
reputed thilef, or common reported prostitute or 1s
being persistently ill-treated or neglected y his
parent or guardian or is lodging or residing In a

house accused for prostitution etc.

Under the circumstances the pollice in thelr daily
patrols do surround and take these children to the
police station where after careful Iinguiry, éome
may be raleased, some may be sent to court 1If found
with Incriminating evidence and other may be
referraed to the juvenile court for the court to
make order to such children to be under the care

of fit, person, relative or Institutlon.

Apart from these members of the public have also
contributed to some extent to the problems and
sufferings of the street children. Members of
public have developed a habit of taking the law
Into their own hands to punish the would be
suspects of theft, burglary or robbery without
prosecuting them into a court of law. The result

has been to burn people alive to death, beat them
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to death or s;riously maim them and leave them to
undergo much sufferings. Some of these victims
have been the Street children and when
investigation 1s done, it 1is found that the only
crime the victim had committed was his presence in

the streets begging for alms or beling idle or

loitering.

As a matter of illustration the number of street
children below the age of 18 years that were burnt
to death 1in Dar es Salaam alone 1in 1994 were 2.
Those who were serlously injured by beating In 1994
were 4, 1in 1995 were 6 and Iin 1996 were (g, All
thase victims of cruelty were either killed or made
to suffer badly injuries under the merciless
members of the public in the name of fighting
against criminals. All or them were not given the
right or opportunity to be heard. We think that
this is not the correct way of combating crime. If
at all it has been successful it has managed to
plant fear and hatred Iin the minds of tﬁese yYoung
people to the soclety, which 1t has the effect of
not making them reform but may come to raevenge

later.

We are of the view that the problem of the street
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children 1s a social problem which cannot be solved
through violence and crisis. Just like any other
soclal problem 1t needs a scientific approach which
1s guided to reduce or remove the factors which
cause children to leave their homes and opt for the
streets. We need to understand the problems In the
families in which these children come from, we also
nead to know the environment 1in which they were
bought up and most of all to understand how the
soclial and economic conditions might have

contributed to thelr problems.

We applaud the ways taken by some organizatlons
like religious organizations non-~governmantal
organizations and all those Individuals who have
taken the trouble of establishing centers of raring
and caring for these needy people. It 1s a good
approach which needs the support of all of us
pbresent here and elsewhere. We must unite forces
to support these organizations bearing in mind that

1t is our duty to do so.

Practice has shown that the chances of street
children growing into potential c¢riminally in the
future are greater than to many other groups In the

society. We 4&l1 agree that we need peace and
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Security in our soclety. But we will be pretending
to alove peace while we are creating conditlons to
our young people which are conducive to criminal
behaviors. We have to remove and rehabillitate them

back to their homes as good citizens,

However while we applaud these organizations, we
also note that they are dealing with human beings
who are subject to weaknesses. The leadars and
runners of those centers should have effective mens
of controlling the children who are already in
thelr centers so that they don’t go out for the
purpose of committing similar crimes as when they
were out In the streets. For example, of the 37
children in the Dar es Salaam FRemand Home between
July, 1994 to June 1995, 17 came from the Dogodogo
Center, and of the 50 children 1in the same center
between July, 1995 and June, 19%6, 35 came from the

Dogodogo center.

We understand the problems and the difficulty of
keeping such people, but we hope that some strict
measures should be taken by the center authoritles,
not of course of depriving the children of thelr
liberties, but to ensure that they don’'t abuse the

opportunity they have acquired.
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We In the police, understand that street children
18 a soclilal problem which 1n fact is one of the
child abuse cases, While we have been prosecuting
parents for neglect of duty to keep thelr children,
and while we have prosscut2d Iindividuals for
abusing children’s rights, we are also duty bound
by law to make sure that there 15 order and peace
In the streets so that every person enjoys hils

freaadom of movement etc.

While we feel sympathetic to the streat children,
there 1s evidence that most street children to
Indulge in law breaking by attacking I1nnocent
people and snatchling their warches, handbags or
other or naments, Some Indulge themselves 1n bhang
smoking, alcoholism, prostitution and drug abqse.
The police won‘t ler these illegal acts pass
unattended because in doing 5o we will be blessing
incidences of crime at the expense of other people
who have also the right to be protected by the
police. When these occur, the police will arrest
anyone suspected to have committed the crime
Irrespective of his position in the society. And
Infact it would look ridiculous if we let street

children commit crimes and then keep gquiet because
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they have suffered a lot in their families or out
there in the streets. In fact we won't be helping
then either to be law ablding citizens. Thus while
rehabllitative and «correctional measures will
continue to be taken by other organizations and the
soclal welfare department, we on our part will
contlnue fighting c¢rime In llaison with other
govearnment department and such other organizations
willing to cooperate so that at the end of the day
we may create a peaceful atmosphere for all our
people to enjoy. At the same time we promise to
take serious disaplinary/lead measures to any
police officer who will be reported to have abused

his powers while dealing with streat children.

Lastly, while we do not Intend to point a blaming
finger to any person or organization, it 1§ our
reeling that any Intention to form a non
govermental organization to look and take care of
the street children, must be formed solely for that
purpose without some ulterior motives of personal
gains. Such organizarions are formed by the people
willing and ready to sacrifice for the sake of
those who are acrylng in the wilderness asking for
help. We say that because there has been

incidences where non-governmental organizations
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wera formed but later collapsed or the children ran
away from 1t back into the streets hecause the
runners of the organizations were g¢greedy for
personal gain, and as a result they took or spent
the money or other properties for themselves which
were given or contributed to support the needy
children. We recommend that formations of such

organizations needs sacrifice and commitment.

With thoge remarks, we wish to conclude by
expressing our utmost thanks to the organisers of
this very important workshop, Indeed there was no
better time for the workshop to be held than now.
It 1s therefore our sinéere belief that the
participants would contribute postlvely and come
out with strong and practicable recommendations on
how best to alleviate the problem of s&treet

children thus averting a time hbomb.

Thank you all for listening.



